THE PROBLEMS OF POWER
Do you find it preferable to make an open
acknowledgment and to better your ways, or
do you incline to maintain the semblance of
infallibility? Bismarck said that circumstances
sometimes arise in which a statesman must have
the courage to say: 'To-morrow it will rain.' If
he has made a lucky guess, he will be accounted
a great man."
"We make no claim to infallibility here," said
Mussolini, "I may be guilty of twenty mistakes,
but I acknowledge them all. The situation is
continually changing under the pressure of
circumstances, however much insight one may
have into the actions and reactions of one's
adversaries."
"Speaking generally, do you find that in this
game you hoodwink others more often, or they
you?"
He picked up a pencil and, on a piece of
paper, sketched a figure throwing a cone of
shadow. Then he said, rather to himself than
to me:
"There is always an unknown factor. That is
the umbra."
After saying this he sat with bowed head in
the lamplight, with the sharp point of his pencil
applied to one of the corners of his sketch, as
if holding it in its place. He did not, as many
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